252           SIR MARTIN FROBISHER
So that my opinion is there may be no less than
eight g . . . [probably galleons or great ships]
of the Queen's Majesty's and twelve good mer-
chants, and all the men of war that may be gotten
to accompany them. . . .
If it please her Majesty but to put into her fleet
. . . victuals more than will serve her fleet to go
to Capo . . . they may go to Havana and meet
them on their wafture . , . come to them.
For there is no doubt but if Her Majesty's fleet
go for the coast of Spain first they shall get intelli-
gence which way to wor ... to encounter them.
The sense of this document is that in Frobisher's view
the plate fleets might not come home this year (1590).
Therefore the English ships must be victualed to stay
out upon station to catch it when it did come home.
This is sound sense. English ships were always going
to sea short of victuals, including water.
But Frobisher was an optimist if he imagined good
Queen Bess letting a fleet go out with enough to eat for
nine months on board. Starvation was apparently con-
fused in Elizabeth's mind with loyalty. If they had
enough to eat they would not come home. She believed,
perhaps, that an army travels upon its belly, but it was
an empty belly for the seamen unless they captured
Spanish stores.
Except in this matter of stores Frobisher's ideas
were even improved upon, and this must be considered.
Her Majesty issued a warrant for the following Queen's
ships to be equipped and victualled for four months'
cruising:
Revenge         250 men Sir Martin Frobisher
Mary Rose    250    "    Sir John Hawkins
Lion              250   "    Sir Edward Yorke